
Bullis Charter School Site in Los Altos Hills

Bullis Charter School is
asking for the support of
all residents of Los Altos

Hills to help bring a public
elementary school back to our town.
BCS has requested the use of the
former Bullis-Purissima Elementary
School site from the Los Altos
School District for Fall ’05. Our
town has now gone for two years
without a public school. The LASD
Board has said they will not allow
Bullis Charter School to use the
Bullis site because it is not
comparable to other school sites in
the district. They have also said that children attending Bullis
Charter School will be “permanent nomads.” Meanwhile,
LASD continues to use the site for less than 10 children in
commercial day-care and district pre-school, in violation of
Los Altos Hills zoning laws.

At the February 3 Los Altos Hills City Council meeting, the
BCS Site Committee asked the council to begin taking the
necessary actions to allow the school to use the riding ring and
one baseball field on Purissima Road as a temporary school
site for Fall ’05. BCS would withdraw this request if the
LASD decides to allow the school to use the Bullis site by
April 1 (per Proposition 39). The BCS Site Committee
evaluated over 15 potential school sites in the Los Altos Hills
area before concluding that the Purissima Road site was the
only near-term possibility. It was necessary to move forward
now with plans for this alternative school site to ensure that it
could be a viable option for Fall ’05.

Please join us in thanking our City Council for taking a
courageous stand to support public education in our town. You
can also help by attending the LASD Board’s public meetings
in March to voice your support for allowing Bullis Charter
School to use the Bullis site, and avoid having to relocate the
riding ring and one ball field.
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CITY MANAGER’S REPORT

Town Newsletter - Statement of Purpose
To communicate current issues, services, and activities in Los Altos

Hills to the residents of the Town and to facilitate, encourage and
improve interaction between the residents and Town government. The
2005 Newsletter will be published quarterly in the months of March,
June, September, and December. Deadline for the next issue is April
30, 2005.      

Internet Address: www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
About Our Publication

The Town Newsletter is published with assistance from our
Town Volunteer Committees.
Editor: Dorothy Duffy Price

Associate Editors: Barbara Lamparter, Linda Seidel

 Los Altos Hills City Council
 Mike O’Malley, Mayor • Breene Kerr, Mayor Pro Tem

Craig Jones • Jean Mordo • Dean Warshawsky Recycled Paper
—Maureen Cassingham, City Manager

City Manager MaureenCassingham

For Council Agenda and Minutes,
See our Website:

www.losaltoshills.ca.gov
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 TELEMINDER PILOT PROJECT

At their meeting of December 16, 2004, the Los
Altos Hills City Council approved the one-year
Pilot Project to participate in the City of Los Altos’

Teleminder Emergency Alerting System. Teleminder is a
sophisticated, 8-line telephonic notification system capable
of calling residents affected by an emergency or event where
there is a substantial threat to public safety and/or property.
The Teleminder computer has an integrated mapping
program to isolate a particular geographic area and display
the exact number of residences within that area. Town staff
can create and send informative messages to all telephone
numbers in the specified region.

The Teleminder system is owned by the City of Los Altos
and operated by its Police Department Communications
staff. Trained operators for the Town of Los Altos Hills
include the City Manager, Planning Director, Administrative
Services Director and the Pubic Safety Officer. The Town
anticipates the system will be operational by February 25,
2005. Once operational, staff will coordinate with the
Sheriff’s Department to develop protocol for the
Department’s use of Teleminder during non-business hours.

Even though your number is unlisted, Teleminder has
access to all unpublished numbers in the Town for emer-
gency notification purposes. The system will detect if it
reaches a live person, data or fax line, message machine or
voice mail and will play its announcement accordingly.
Teleminder can detect lines which are busy or out-of-order
and will recall busy numbers numerous times before giving
up.

Here are some important things to know about Teleminder
and its use:

• Inform your family members about Teleminder and that
announcements will most likely be in English only

• Listen carefully to the instructions. If you miss a
Teleminder message, listen for instructions at the end of the
message for how to repeat the message

• Have children contact an adult in the house to listen to the
message

• Refrain from using electronic anti-telemarketing devices
attached to your phone which can interfere with incoming
emergency announcements from Teleminder. Instead, you are
encouraged to place your phone number(s) on the National
Do Not Call Registry at 1-888-382-1222 or on line at
www.DoNotCall.gov

For more information concerning Teleminder, contact
Steven Garcia, Public Safety Officer at (650) 941-7222 x242.

PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT

—Carl Cahill, Planning Director

Planning Director Carl Cahill

— Lee Garverick,
Bullis Boosters Club, Bullis Charter School

The Environmental Design and Protection
Committee Needs More Members:
How about you?

The charges and duties of the Town’s Volunteer
Environmental & Protection Committee are
officially noted to be “to work

for the beautification of the Town and
the protection of its resources.”

If you are interested in the protection
of Los Altos Hills and its resources; if
you want to keep it a place where people
can live and raise a family in peace and
harmony; if where you live and how
you live is important to you, then this is the volunteer work
for you.

We assist staff in the implementation of Town practices
by review, by inspection and by recommendation. One of
our primary goals is to try to minimize the effect of any
new building or remodeling site in the Town and to check
that it conforms to all Town ordinances referring to
visibility, lighting, noise, soil erosion and so on. Abiding
by all these factors make for a pleasant neighborhood.

Our job involves about 6 hours per month: one evening
meeting per month (1 hour), one morning per month
visiting sites (3 hours) and one Tuesday morning Fast
Track meeting every 6 weeks (2 hours).

Volunteers with qualifications in landscape design,
environmental science, pollution control and the like will
be seized upon with delight, but plain ordinary common
sense is the one attribute we really must have.

For more information contact Pat Ley at 650 941 1674,
or Robin Robison 650 917 0881, and for an application
form Karen Jost, City Clerk, at 650 941 7222 ext. 226

Los Altos/Hills
Relay for Life a Record for California

T he Relay For Life, for Los Altos and Los Altos
Hills, held last June, was the most successful, first
year, Relay For Life ever held in California.  It was

also the 2nd largest in the  U. S.  Our community’s Relay
contributed $245,000 to the fight against cancer.

The second annual Los Altos/Hills Relay for Life will be at
Los Altos High School on June 25 & 26, 2005, 10:00 AM
Saturday to 10:00 AM Sunday. Los Altos Hills residents are
urged to participate and make this
year’s event more successful than
ever.

Relay for Life is the signature
event of the American Cancer
Society.  It is the largest fundraiser
in the world.  Relays are100%
volunteer-driven community
events.   Participating teams, share
walking around the high school track for 24 hours, to demon-
strate their resolve in battling cancer. Luminaries are sold in
honor, or in memory, of those who have had cancer, and
provide light during the nighttime walks around the track.
Great music and entertainment is planned for this worthwhile
event.

The purposes of Relay for Life are, in addition to
fundraising, to educate participants and attendees about cancer
prevention and early detection, to make the community aware
of the Society’s research programs and services, and to
celebrate those who have survived cancer. Relay for Life
especially honors those who have lost their battle with cancer.
Cancer survivors are encouraged to get involved and are
invited to walk the first lap of the Relay.  In 2005, 168
survivors walked the first lap.  Volunteers are needed to
organize teams, to participate in teams, to work at the Relay,
and to contribute needed equipment and supplies. Sponsors are
welcomed.

Please join the Relay, and support the search for a cure for
cancer. Contact Ken Clifford in the Hills at 948-3330 or
Chairperson Jeanne MacVicar at (650) 962-8053

Public Health and Community Design
Dr. Richard Jackson, California’s Public Health Officer,

believes that the relation-
ship between the built
environment and public
health has become self-
evident: We don’t walk
because our communities
are designed for cars. We
live in neighborhoods that
encourage privacy and
isolation. We don’t feel safe
because we don’t know our
neighbors.

An internationally recognized leader in environmental health,
Dr. Jackson believes that the connections we make with each
other and the environment are paramount to attaining mental
and physical health. “The diseases of the 21st century will be
chronic, such as obesity, heart disease, depression, and os-
teoporosis,” says Dr. Jackson. “The design of communities
needs to encourage walking, bicycling, and running. Residents
need to be less dependent on a lifestyle that increases pollution.
Neighbors need to build relationships to promote safe and
secure environments.”  Dr. Jackson comes from an extensive
background in pediatrics. Most recently, he served as the
director of the National Center for Environmental Health at the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention from 1994 to 2003;
and as an adjunct professor in the departments of environmental
and occupational health at George Washington University and at
Emory University, and epidemiology and public health at the
University of California, San Francisco. He became the State
Health Officer in April 2004.  Dr. Jackson’s comments are
timely as the Town nears the finish line for completing an
update of the Town’s 1981 Master Path Plan.  The Master Path
Plan and accompanying Pathway Element represent the Town’s
blue print for promoting physical activity on a system of safe
walkways and off-road trails that connect neighborhoods,
schools and open spaces.  Rather than becoming obsolete, the
Town’s Pathway System, which began to be developed as early
as 1956, is more relevant than ever as public health officials and
other communities realize that community designs, which
inhibit pedestrian and bicycle movement, are contributing to
certain public health problems. Dr. Jackson’s article entitled
“Promoting Healthy Environments” is reprinted with permission
from the Winter 2005 edition of the California Healthy Cities
and Communities (CHCC) Newsletter “Connections.” More
information on this subject is available at the National Center
for Bicycling and Walking website at http://www.bikewalk.org/
and the Center for Civic Partnerships California Healthy Cities
and Communities website at http://www.civicpartnerships.org

Updated Geo-Hazards Map

The Town Geologist has completed an updated version of the
Geotechnical and Seismic Hazard Zones Map.  The Map is
available at Town Hall.  Copies may be obtained by contacting
John Chau in the Town Engineering Department at (650) 941-
7222.

9/80 Trial Office Hours and
Work Schedule Extended

Based on the positive
customer feedback on the
Town’s extended office hours
(7:30-5:30 PM M-F) and staff
response to the new schedule,
the 9/80 work schedule has
been extended from its original
trial period of November 1,
2004 to January 31, 2005
through the rest of the fiscal
year ending June 30. As you
know, extended hours were
introduced during the Town’s
grading moratorium and they have been well received to date. It
is expected the schedule will continue to serve our residents
well as the grading moratorium is lifted on April 1 and new and
continuing private and public projects become active.

Proposed Comcast Schedule for Completion of Cable
System Construction

Comcast, the Town’s cable system franchisee, has presented a
tentative construction schedule for the build-out of their system
in the public rights-of-way in Los Altos Hills. Virtually all the
remaining segments of the system will be undergrounded.
Construction of the first of eight nodes is scheduled to begin on
or about March 1, 2005 with completion of the rest of the
project by early summer 2005. Residents will receive mailed
notices 30 days before work is scheduled to start in their
neighborhood followed by the placement of door hanger notices
72 hours prior to construction. Laterals for residents wanting
cable/HIS services can be installed at the same time as conduit
trenching.

Vaults will be flush-mounted and laterals will be located
taking into account aesthetics and minimal disruption to
landscaping and other private property improvements. Town
staff will provide inspection services to assure prompt button-
up, clean-up and safety.

Status of Plan Development by Santa Clara County Task
force to End Homelessness

As you know, I continue to represent the Town as a member
of the County’s Task Force to End Homelessness in the next ten
years. The Task Force began work on the plan to achieve this
goal in December 2004 and hopes to complete its charge in
April/May 2005. Concurrent with plan development has been a
survey or head-count of the homeless population of Santa Clara
County. Preliminary numbers, which include persons living in
shelters and outdoors, found over 7100 men, women and
children to be homeless. Plan Development discussions to date
have included “housing first” strategies which have proven
successful in other jurisdictions. Task Force membership is a
combination of county and city government representatives,
service agencies and organizations and the homeless them-
selves.

Saving Bracewell Radio Observatory is March 6
Historical Society Topic Bob Lash, President of
the Friends of the Bracewell Observatory

Association, will describe efforts to rescue the observa-
tory-five 60-foot dish antennas and control room building-
from demolition
at Stanford, with
the goal of
restoring and
operating the site
to open up radio
astronomy to the
public.

This Los Altos
Hills Historical
Society meeting will be held Sunday March 6, 3 to 5 PM.,
in the Multi-Purpose Room of Bullis-Purissima School,
25890 W Fremont Road, LAH. A discussion and refresh-
ment period will follow the presentation.

LAH Historical Society

BULLIS CHARTER SCHOOL NEWS

Open Enrollment Success

Bullis Charter School had an extremely enthusiastic response
to Open Enrollment with over 200 new applicants for Fall ’05,
exceeding the space available.  The school currently has 170
students and expects to enroll 30-50 new students for Fall ’05.
Selection will be done by lottery for classes that are over-
subscribed, with priority for LASD children.

Bullis Pitches In for Tsunami Relief

Students are running a weekly bake sale from February
through June to support Tsunami relief efforts on the Island of
Nias.  Classes will rotate hosting responsibilities.  Each week
the hosting class presents at the school assembly about the
importance of their particular effort.  Proceeds will be sent to
SurfAid International.

New Town Hall Dedication
Planned for late April or early May.

STAY TUNED!




